My kids received a Magic School Bus kit from the Young Scien sts Club. They oﬀer a few diﬀerent kits, but the one that we got is
Growing Crazy Crystals. The science kit is designed for ages 5 and up, so it worked out perfectly for my (almost) 5 year old son
and 8 year old daughter. They were excited about trying some of these experiments because it was raining all day Saturday and
the kids were bored being stuck in the house with no plans or scheduled ac vi es. The crystal kit came with most of the basic
supplies needed. I had to supply a few household items, most of which I already had on hand, such as baking soda, food
coloring, sugar, Epsom salt, etc.
We started oﬀ with ‘Arnold’s Experiment.’
I began working on the adult task of
crea ng a solu on with boiling water and
baking soda, while the kids set up the rest.
They bent a pipe cleaner into a star shape
and suspended it over a jar using a
popsicle s ck and string. Then we added
food coloring to the solu on and le it to
sit for a couple hours to wait for crystals
to begin forming on the pipe cleaner. We
reserved a por on of our baking soda
solu on to help with our next project,
‘Carlos’ experiment.’
For this next experiment, we had three
separate petri dishes that we used to dye
the solu on diﬀerent colors, crea ng
paints. We then used the paint to ‘paint’
on a glass. When the ‘paint’ on the
glasses had dried, the kids were able to
observe ny crystals made of baking soda
growing on the sides of their glasses. The
crystal kit comes with a small magnifying
glass, which the kids were excited to use
to get a closer look at their crea on.
One of their favorite ac vi es was
‘Keesha’s Experiment #2.’ Once again, I was in charge of the adult task which involved boiling water, this me to create a solu on
with the Epsom salt. The kids used the 3 petri dishes again to create three diﬀerent colored ‘paints’ with food coloring. The kit
comes with labels that the kids could s ck on to the petri dish covers to use as labels. For this experiment, the kids were pain ng
on black construc on paper. Later, a er the designs had completely dried, the kids were thrilled to see how their pictures had
turned out and to examine the crystals growing on the black paper using their magnifying glass.

The kids were very engaged with
the ac vi es in this Magic School
Bus kit. The kit came with an
observa on chart poster, so the kids
could record their ﬁndings over the
next several days. I think it is
important to encourage a passion
for science from a young age. I was
very pleased with their enthusiasm;
and I think I will deﬁnitely be
ordering more science kits from the
Young Scien sts Club in the future.
The instruc on manual was very
easy to follow. I felt that this kit
allowed my kids to explore their
curiosity about nature in a fun way,
where they didn’t even realize they
were learning something.

Source: h p://www.beingmvp.com/2016/06/the‐science‐art‐fusion‐series‐growing.html

