
 

 

 

Toy stores are no strangers to gender politics. But the new trend in science and tech toys for girls has brought the 

debate to an all-time low. Some common refrains: 

Why is the doll blonde? Isn’t it supposed to be the Anti-Barbie? 

Why are they so thin and what’s with the short skirts? 

Does everything have to be pink? My daughter loves blue! 

Notice anything unusual? No one is talking about the actual learning potential with these toys. It’s as if just labeling 

something a STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) toy is good enough for our daughters. 

It’s not. 

The good news is that there are great STEM toys that offer exciting opportunities for girls to build a strong foundation of 

skills in science, technology, engineering, and math. The best STEM toys, like the toys in this guide, will always be the 

kind that offer a wide range of opportunities at varying levels of difficulty. Metaphorically speaking, these are the kind of 

toys that grow with a child. If anything, that should be the most important criteria for choosing any STEM toy for any girl 

or any boy. 

Here is a guide to my top choices in five different categories: 

Best logic puzzle 

Three Little Piggies (Ages 3+; $24.99) 

Logic puzzles like Three Little Piggies are excellent 

ways to build visual-spatial skills and improve logical 

reasoning.(Smart Toys and Games) 

Logic games aren’t very popular in America, which is 

a shame because they are such a delightful way to 

build spatial and logical reasoning skills. These make 

up core skills that we need to thrive in science and 

math. They even help with life skills, such as how to 

efficiently pack a backpack. 

Kids as young as three can build these skills as they 

work to place the pigs in safe houses and lock the 

wolf out in Three Little Piggies. The houses are on 

differently shaped pieces and these pieces must be 

placed in a way so that they will fit on the grid. Each 

puzzle contains a set of challenges where the pigs 

and wolf are placed in different locations on the grid, 

http://www.amazon.com/SmartGames-Three-Little-Piggies/dp/B00THJ41ZK?tag=quartz07-20


so the child must rotate the house pieces in order to save the piggies. For little ones too afraid of the wolf, an equal 

number of challenges are provided without the wolf thus totaling 48 puzzles in one box. If you find that your daughter 

loves this game, then also check outTrucky 3, another preschool logic puzzle which also doubles as a set of three clear 

container toy trucks. 

What does this mean for girls in particular? I asked Lesa Wang, a STEM Coordinator at Marymount School of New York, 

an all girls school. Wang works with students in grades 3-5, each of whom have their own littleBits kit. When asked why 

she chose littleBits for her students she said, “There is an immediate sense of satisfaction when you build and prototype 

with littleBits.” Wang added, “They snap together and the girls can turn on a light or move something so easily.” She 

considered littleBits to be gender-neutral, but she explained that it wouldn’t have mattered if they weren’t. “I think the 

way we challenge our students is way more important.” 

Wang makes an excellent point. A great STEM toy for girls may not be a great STEM toy for boys for the sole reason that 

some boys want different challenges than girls—not harder or easier, not more blue or more pink—just different. How 

challenges are framed by a toy company will help parents and children choose what will work for them, more than 

colors or other gendered signals. Removing gender assignment in toy store aisles will have the most impact with these 

type of toys. 

 

 

Source: http://qz.com/566034/the-toys-that-will-actually-teach-your-girls-engineering-skills/  

http://www.amazon.com/SmartGames-SG-015-Trucky-3/dp/B004TGVPPU/ref=sr_1_1?s=toys-and-games&ie=UTF8&qid=1449108490&sr=1-1&keywords=trucky+3&tag=quartz07-20
http://qz.com/566034/the-toys-that-will-actually-teach-your-girls-engineering-skills/

